REACHING (FOR)
WIDER AUDIENCES
WITH DH PROJECTS
Nathan Waite
Associate Editorial Manager
The Joseph Smith Papers
Church Historian’s Press

What is The Joseph Smith Papers?
The Joseph Smith Papers Project is an effort to gather
together all extant Joseph Smith documents and to
publish complete and accurate transcripts of those
documents with both textual and contextual
annotation. All such documents will be published
electronically on this website, and a large number of
the documents will also be published in print.

THE QUESTION OF
AUDIENCE

General Editors’ Preface to
Journals, Volume 1
Of the thousands of items in the Joseph Smith papers, his revelations are among the
most significant and contested. According to his own account, the revelations came in a
number of forms: visions, inspired words in the voice of God, what he called
“translations,” and impressions of the Holy Ghost. Although the revelations have
religious meaning to us as Latter-day Saints, we present them in these volumes without
comment on their ultimate source. In the tradition of documentary editing, our aim is
simply to reproduce the documents and their historical setting so far as we can
reconstruct it.
To assure balance and rigorous scholarly standards, we have consulted a national
advisory board of distinguished scholars. With their guidance, we have sought to
produce volumes on which scholars and Latter-day Saints can rely for accurate
information.
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What exactly is our product?

Building a community

High school and college classroom use

Family historians

Scholar, general interest, and church audiences

Next steps
■ A lot more content
■ Church member landing page
■ Textual analysis tools, exportable datasets
■ Make tools, code, processes available to DH/doc editing
communities

